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parison with the New Ironsides or the monitors.
Twenty years later, when the armored ships built
in Europe five years previously were already out of
date, and those built ten years previously were being
put in reserve, she went abroad bearing the flag of
Rear-Admiral Franklin.

She was interesting because of her antiquity; but
for the sake of picturesqueness as a survival, which
was her only claim to attention, it would have been
better if she had been a relic of the War of 1812,
which, for practical purposes, she might just as well
have been. But there were statesmen who averred
that if the Pensacola had fought well in the Civil
War, she also would fight well enough in the '8o's.
The best face we could present to foreign officers
was to say that we were starting a new navy, while
we kept the Pensacola and vessels of her class ship-
shape and tried to learn modern gunnery by target
practice with her obsolete guns. There was not a
fourth-rate British cruiser of modern build that could
not easily have kept out of range of her battery,
torn her to pieces, and set her on fire.

When I was on the Colorado as executive officer
in '65 I was very young for my position. Now I
was old for a captain who had just been promoted
from commander, and at an age when many English
officers receive the grade of rear-admiral, which I was
not to have until I was sixty-one. In those days
naval officers had reason for regretting their choice of